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To  tlje  Cbairnjai?  ai }d  Menjbers  of  tbe 
Grcasbrou£l>  Urbai?  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


My  Annual  Report  for  your  District  for  the  past 
year,  1908,  is  one,  like  many  previous  ones,  a fairly  good  one 
so  far  as  the  Health  of  the  Inhabitants  is  concerned.  In  any 
Colliery  Village  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a freedom  from 
insanitary  conditions,  or  a total  absence  from  many  diseases 
(both  general  and  infectious)  which  are  inseparable  from  the 
life  and  habits  of  the  community  ; talking  the  district  as  a 
whole,  I believe  it  compares  favourably  (if  not  better)  than 
many  others  around  us. 


The  Birth  Rate  has  sbresEsd  itself  higher,  but  the  Death 
Rate  has  kept  to  about  the  average,  whilst  the  Infantile 
Mortality  is  the  same  as  last  year. 


Infectious  Disease  has  not  been  at  all  prevalent,  and  calls 
for  little  comment,  except  in  the  case  of  one,  which  I shall 
refer  to  later  on. 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a death  each  from  Whooping 
Cough  and  Diarrhoea,  and  not  one  from  either  of  the  Notilmble 
Diseases  occurred  during  the  year. 
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There  is  little  to  report  on  the  General  Sickness.  Deaths 
were  registered  as  due  to  Phthisis  (4  cases) — this  is  rather  a 
large  number,  as  for  the  past  few  years  the  district  has  been 
comparatively  free  from  it ; the  other  causes  of  death  were 
Cancer,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Heart  Disease  There 
has  not  been  a case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  district  for 
several  years. 

s{s2<j£ 

A good  deal  of  Sanitary  work  has  been  during  the  year. 
A complaint  was  made  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
respecting  the  insanitary  condition  of  a large  number  of  Ash 
Middens,  more  especially  relating  to  the  size  and  depth.  At 
your  request  I made  a house  to  house  inspection  of  the  district, 
in  conjunction  with  your  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
G.  P.  Wilkinson,  and  I should  like  to  record  the  valuable 
assistance  he  has  on  many  occasions  rendered  to  me.  No 
doubt  in  many  cases  the  County  Council  had  cause  for  com- 
plaint, and  I trust  by  this  time  the  worst  cases  have  been 
remedied,  but  with  “ great  humility  ” I still  think  that  a 
properly  constructed  Dry  Ash-midden  is  the  most  suitable  for 
a district  like  yours  ; properly  constructed  and  kept  W.C.’s  are 
undoubtedly  the  ideal  for  sewerage,  but  a great  deal  could  be 
said  for  and  against  the  universal  adaptation  of  them. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  had  frequent  attention, 
and  in  several  cases  new  and  commodious  byres  have  been 
erected  by  the  Landlord,  but  there  are  still  some  to  be  re- 
constructed or  improved ; but  however  much  one  wants  it, 
one  has  to  wait,  as  it  is  quite  impossible  to  get  all  done 
at  once. 
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“The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act”  has  also  entailed  a 
certain  amount  of  work  ; although  in  both  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  there  has  been  nothing  to  complain  of ; I have 
prepared  an  Annual  Report  which  you  will  receive  with  this. 

During  the  year  I suggested  a good  deal  of  necessary 
alteration  in  the  only  Slaughter-house  in  your  district ; this 
has,  I believe,  now  been  finished  to  your  satisfaction. 

I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  suggest  to  you  the 
advisability  of  adopting  “ The  Infant  Life  Protection  Act”  or 
“The  Midwife’s  Act,”  both  measures  very  useful  in  some 
districts,  but  neither  of  them  at  all  necessary  at  present 
in  yours. 

With  respect  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  so  far  I have 
not  received  any  notification  from  the  Parochial  Medical 
Officer,  but  when  I do  so  1 may  offer  you  some  suggestions. 

As  in  previous  years,  I must  ask  you  to  consider  the 
desirability  of — 

(1)  Reconstructing  all  large  and  deep  Ash  Middens 

on  the  Dry  Ash  system  ; or  failing  this,  the 
substitution  of  W.C.’s. 

(2)  All  Back  yards  should  be  paved  or  asphalted ; 

if  not  entirely,  at  any  rate  for  6 feet  from 
the  doors. 

(3)  House  to  house  supply  of  main  water  where 

practicable,  instead  of  people  having  to 
depend  on  a supply  from  shallow  wells. 
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I shall  now  consider  the 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

One  hundred  and  ten  Births  were  registered,  and  this 
gives  a Birth  Rate  of  34’5  per  1 ,000.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  average  for  the  past  seven  years,  viz.,  320  per  1,000, 
and  is  much  hetter  than  last  year  when  it  was  only  29  0 
per  1,000. 

I have  estimated  the  Population  to  the  middle  of  1908  to 
be  3,187,  and  on  that  I have  calculated  the  Birth  and 
Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Forty-three  were  registered,  equal  to  a Death  Bate  of  13-4 
per  1,000.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  only 

verv  little.  In  1907  we  had  a Death  Rate  of  12-6. 

%/ 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Ten  deaths  were  registered  of  Infants  below  the  age 
of  one  year.  At  the  rate  of  1,000  Births  registered,  this  gives 
a Death  Rate  of  90-9,  a very  satisfactory  one  and  well  below 
the  country’s  average.  For  the  past  seven  years,  the  above 
mortality  in  your  district  has  averaged  14-0.  Five  of  these 
Deaths  were  of  Infants  who  did  not  survive  the  first  month 
of  life,  and  the  remainder  died  from  causes  beyond  control. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhcea  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Phthisis...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  ..  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accidents  ...  3 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Not  a single  death  occurred  from  any  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  to  me,  viz.  : — 

Erysipelas  . . ...  ...  ...  6 cases. 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup..  5 ,, 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 ,, 

I think  the  Notification  of  Erysipelas  serves  no  good 
purpose,  and  I recommend  the  Council  to  remove  it  from  the 
list  of  Notifiable  Diseases.  The  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  very  mild  ones,  but  at  the  parents’  request  one  was 
removed  to  the  Wath  Isolation  Hospital,  being  the  only  case 
admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria,  without  a death,  means  that 
the  disease  was  of  an  exceptionally  mild  type,  so  mild  indeed, 
that  some  cases  were  well  within  a few  hours  of  my  receiving 
the  notification. 

Attached  to  this  Report  are  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V. 
and  County  Council  Table  C. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  CHEESEWRIGHT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during*  1908  and 

previous  Years. 
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At  Census  of  1901 — 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  3131. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  652. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-8. 


TABLE  111. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1 DOS. 
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TABLE  IY. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  Year  1908. 
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TABLE  V.  — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1 Month 

+» 

S3 

0 

% 

1 

r— I 

2-3  Months 

3 4 Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7 8 Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months  1 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

ALL 

CAUSES. 

Certified  

Uncertified  

3 

• • 

o 

aJ 

5 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

10 

I,  — Common  Infecti's  Diseases : 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  : Croup 

Whooping  Cough 
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Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908  ..  ..  ..  3187. 

Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  94  ; Illegitimate,  5. 

Deaths  in  the  year— Legitimate  Infants,  10  ; Illegitimate  Infants,  0. 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  43. 
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XH  E. 


Greasbrough  Urban  District  Council. 


“ T\)c  pactory  & Workshop  Act,  1901.” 


Sir, 

During  the  past  year,  1908,  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
in  the  District  have  been  regularly  visited  and  inspected  either 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself,  and  I have  pleasure  in 
reporting  on  the  very  satisfactory  condition  they  are  in  ; 
there  has  been  no  fault  to  find  under  the  head  of  Cleanliness, 
Overcrowding,  Drainage,  Nuisances  or  Sanitary  Accommoda- 
tion. 

With  respect  to  the  Out-workers’  List,  a return  was  sent 
in  February  containing  the  names  of  Two  Out-workers,  but  on 
the  October  list,  the  firm  (Messrs.  W.  Oxley  & Co.)  reported 
they  had  then  no  Out-workers.  As  the  two  Out-workers  lived 
in  neighbouring  Parishes,  their  names  and  addresses  were  duly 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  each  District. 
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The  six  Factories  in  the  district  using  mechanical  power 
are  : — 

(1)  The  Parkgate  Steel  Works  (Messrs.  Win.  Oxley 

and  Co.,  Ltd.). 

(2)  The  Parkgate  Basic  Slag  Works. 

(3)  The  Parkgate  Boat  Yard. 

(4J  Wagon  Shop  (Parkgate  Iron  & Steel  Co.,  Ltd.) 

(5)  Domestic  Firewood  Shed. 

(6)  Corn  Mill. 

(1)  High-class  Steel  and  Machine-made  Files  are  the 
principal  products  of  this  firm.  The  buildings  in  which  the 
men  work  are  lofty,  well  ventilated,  dry,  and  every  convenience 
for  their  comfort  is  supplied  by  the  firm.  There  are  a few 
females  employed,  but  their  work- place  is  away  from  the 
men’s,  and  separate  conveniences  have  been  erected. 

(2)  The  men  here  work  under  the  best  conditions  ; free 
ventilation,  dry  floor,  and  good  sanitary  conveniences.  The 
firm  also  supplies  the  men  with  respirators,  but  I am  afraid 
very  few  of  them  regularly  put  them  on. 

(3)  Boats  are  occasionally  repaired  here.  There  is  one 
large  Shed,  well  ventilated,  and  the  sanitary  convenience  is 
sufficient  for  the  occasional  one  or  two  men  employed. 

(4)  This  is  a Wagon  Shop  in  the  G-rcasbrouyh  District , 
but  really  belonging  to  The  Parkgate  Iron  and  Steel  Co. 
The  motor  power  here  is  electrical.  There  is  ample  ventila- 
tion, and  nothing  to  in  any  way  find  fault  with. 
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(5)  In  this  Shed  the  owner  works  by  himself  i his 
business  is  cutting  up  old  “sleepers”  into  firewood.  There 
is  nothing  adversely  to  report  on. 

(6)  This  Mill  is  kept  in  a very  good,  clean,  and  sanitary 
condition. 


WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  eleven  in  the  district.  They  are  all  (except  two) 
wooden  structures,  only  used  in  the  day  and  locked  up  at 
night,  and  so  far  as  I know  only  one  person  is  occupied  or  is 
about  the  premises.  Their  sanitary  condition  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

I enclose  the  yearly  Statistical  Table. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JNO.  F.  OHBBSEWRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


